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Dear Prime Minister

I wish to express my total opposition to the Government’s plan to build a high-speed railway line from London to Lichfield and beyond.

If HS2 and its successor projects go ahead they will devastate swathes of countryside and ruin the lives and homes of hundreds of thousands of people. Moreover, unlike other infrastructure schemes,  which usually only have a limited local impact, HS2 and successor projects will affect every UK citizen in terms of the alternative benefits that will have to be foregone, i.e. hospitals, schools, defence etc etc. To consider a project of such dubious value at any time is a deplorable waste, but to consider it at a time of national austerity is to place an intolerable burden on the British people, which is unlikely to be forgotten or forgiven at the next General Election.

With regard to the specific case for HS2, it fails on many levels.

· The business case remains unproven and is based on wildly optimistic predictions on future patterns of travel. HS2 Ltd have forecast that the demand for long-distance travel on the southern end of the West Coast Main Line will increase by 267% by 2033, but in reality the total demand for travel has not increased since 1995. The business case for high-speed rail is also based on the false assumption that all time on trains is wasted, and does not take into account the cost of damaging the environment and property blight on the route.

· The Government believes that HS2 will reduce carbon emissions by encouraging passengers to shift from air to rail travel, but rail already carries 80% of passenger traffic between Manchester and London, while there are no internal passenger flights between Birmingham and London. And HS2‘s greater speed will actually tend to increase carbon emissions.

· The Secretary of State for Transport Philip Hammond has recently shifted his stance from the business case to the national interest, but HS2 will only benefit those areas near a station, i.e. the big cities, and will benefit London most of all. As Staffordshire County Council have pointed out, HS2’s benefits will bypass the county, and Mr Fabricant’s constituents, like many on the route, will suffer the pain without any of the gain.

· An alternative to HS2 already exists. Extra rolling stock and the conversion of first-class carriages to ordinary class would increase capacity on the West Coast Main Line by 65% at a fraction of the cost of HS2 and without the disruption that building HS2 will bring. I call upon you to ensure that the case for considering improvements to the WCML as an alternative to HS2 is given proper and open consideration.

Your recent comments suggest you may have a closed mind where HS2 is concerned. Your widely reported assertions of November 25 clearly pre-empt the full public consultation Mr Hammond has promised. That consultation must allow for discussion on the principle of whether new high-speed rail lines should be built.

You make much of your philosophy of the ‘big society’, the principle of local people making local decisions. HS2 will divide communities, destroy the environment and blight thousands of homes and is opposed by the vast majority of citizens in every locality it will pass through. Imposing HS2 will show your ‘big society’ to be a hollow sham.

I look forward to your considered reply.

Yours sincerely

Further Comments

